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WHERE ART LIVES 
Local Masterworks at Home
EARTHLY DELIGHTS 
A Santa Paula Garden Springs to Life
HOME SMART HOME 
Nature and Automation Merge in The Keys

MODERN
MOVES



The young couple commissioned architect CJ Paone to transform a nondescript house into 
a contemporary cool home. At the heart of a newly open plan, a large-scale kitchen island 
designed with friends and a growing family in mind.
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Modern 
Moves in 
MOTown

It’s almost springtime, and the sweet smell of orange blossoms and jas-
mine fills the air as I arrive at the Meiners Oaks home of Erin (“Syd”) 
and Dariel (“Dari”) Sidney. Children are happily playing in front yards, 
“honor system” lemons and tangerines are for sale on the corner, and all 
seems well in this modest neighborhood dotted with fifties-era homes and 

anchored by a gigantic oak tree in the middle of the street.
Inside the Sidney home, modern style has transformed a once boxy house 

into a perfectly cool nest for music revelry and merrymaking with family and 
friends. There’s even a bedroom for a new “mystery” baby on the way (probably 
entering the world about the time you read this).

This is a stunning example of what can happen when a couple saves up and 
purchases a starter home (their mortgage equals what they were paying in rent, 
plus they now have a tax deduction), hires a terrific architect, and manages to not 
only survive—but to relish the process.

The young couple (he’s 33, she’s 32) had the foresight to engage Ventura 
architect CJ Paone before they even bought the house to make sure it had “good 
bones” and could be remodeled to serve their needs and desires. “They wanted 
their home to be comfortable for just them, or for them and a few friends, and to 
grow with family while still being able to entertain,” noted the soft-spoken Paone.

In the rustic grove of Meiners Oaks, a millennial version of the 
American dream home takes root.
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I arrived on the last day of the second 
phase of Syd and Dari’s house project. 
Phase one, the kitchen remodel, took three 
months to complete. Phase two, which 
also took three months, was the master 
bedroom and bath.

“CJ helped us divide the project into 
phases, which was great both financially 
and psychically. He also connected us 
with our contractor, Mike Davis, who was 
really our speed,” said father-to-be Syd, a 
musician of note.

The duo met and fell in love 14 years 
ago while attending Emerson College in 
Boston. Syd, who is well known in indie-
pop circles, grew up in Vermont and writes, 
sings, and produces what he refers to as 
“Cabin grown music.” (His new CD, “Easy 
Magic,” will be out later this year.) Dari is 
a sales and marketing executive who has 
helped grow a Ventura-based cosmetics 
company created by her stepfather into a 
major international brand.

After stints in Brooklyn, L.A., and 
Carpinteria, the couple moved back to Dari’s 
hometown of Ventura and rented a small 
house overlooking downtown. “Ventura was 
a great place to come home to and felt like 
a safe haven, but we weren’t part of the surf 
gang or the Patagonia group,” said the globe-
trotting couple. So when they were hit with a 
rent increase, they turned lemons into lem-
onade and made the leap into home owner-
ship, moving to nearby Meiners Oaks.

“We didn’t know we were ready to buy a 
place, but we did the calculations and realtor 
Sean O’Toole helped us become first-time 
buyers. All we knew was that we wanted 
something unique,” said Syd.

CJ Paone first contacted Syd regarding 
music for a website video, and he eventually 
joined the couple as they hunted for the ideal 
house. When they came across this prop-
erty, they knew a move to the Ojai Valley 
would suit their lifestyle. They purchased the 
1,800-square-foot, three bedroom, two-bath 
abode about a year-and-a-half ago.

“We fell in love with this house 
when we first saw it. But we wanted CJ 

to confirm that it could withstand what 
we wanted to do. He was so patient, and 
he even helped us manage our budget,” 
said Dari.

Although the couple wanted CJ to 
make decisions on certain materials, 
he instead provided options and the 
rationale behind them so they could be 
true partners in the design process. “We 
inspired each other, and we all hit it off 
and made detailed decisions via com-
mittee,” Dari noted. “I would love to do 
it again—except for the part of living 
onsite during construction.”

In the process, the couple tried every 
single restaurant in Ojai, made an out-
door kitchen on an old table, and had 
a lot of microwave meals. “It was a fun, 
exciting first big project for us,” she con-
tinued. “The interior looked like a scene 
from Breaking Bad, but despite tape and 
plastic everywhere, we survived. In fact, 
we got pregnant!”

The remodel now serves the couple 
well. It’s almost baby-ready, and 23 
friends and family members filled 
the home for Thanksgiving dinner. 
“Biologically, we are in nesting mode; 
we just want to be folding and putting 
things away,” laughed Dari.

But apparently it’s not that easy. 
“Ojai is to L.A. what the Hamptons 
are to New York City,” she continued. 
“People want to come up here for the 
weekend—and sometimes we just have 
to turn them away!” v

LOCATION 
Meiners Oaks
DESIGN ARCHITECT 
CJ Paone AIA, Archipelago Workshop 
805.451.6914, cjpaone.com
GENERAL CONTRACTOR 
Mike Davis, Davis Brothers Construction
805.218.4397
PAINTING AND FINISHING 
Shawn Echevarria, Hotsteppers Painting 
805.766.8765, hotstepperspainting.com
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ABOVE: Erin and Dariel Sidney at home in Meiners Oaks.

LEFT: Penny tiles back the appliance nook, adding texture and con-
trast to a clean, white palette.
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